Winter 2011-2012:
Dear Snowmobile Enthusiast,

Midwest Vintage Snowmobile Shows, Inc (MVSS) is pleased to invite you to the 22nd Edition of the Midwest Ride-In at the Waconia Minnesota Lakeside Ballroom Event Center.  As most years we will be having a few changes so we ask you to read our flyer well so you can maximize your enjoyment at this year’s event.

2011 was a record year for the event in many ways.  Almost 7000 people attended.  Saturday was easily the biggest day ever for the Ride-In.  The committee’s recap of the weekend last year indicated things went very well with the exception of trying to handle as many people, cars, trucks and trailers and snowmobiles as we did in a single day on Saturday.  We will be making a few changes to try to make everyone’s Saturday parking experience a good one.  Spectator parking for vehicles without trailers will be “on land” parking only.  We will have added more staff on the lake parking rigs with trailers and we ask for your cooperation.  You will see major changes on the parking layout on the lake with defined areas for the racers to park vs. general participants.  It will almost flip flop from years past.  Please work with our volunteers who will be directing you.  

Friday the gates will open at noon and we will require weekend admission buttons for entry on Friday. Buttons may be purchased at the gate as well as swap spots.  You are welcome to come in and drop off your trailer or set up your swap space but only with weekend buttons displayed on your clothing.  Same $20 weekend admission as last year if you preregister.  Otherwise, $25 at the gate.  So, why not save money and preregister today.  The Carver County Snowrunners will assist you till dark and then the gates close for the day.  Carver County Sheriff will be patrolling the area, although you are parking at your own risk.

The Friday night Ice Breaker Party sponsored by Arctic Restoration Specialties will move this year back to the Island View Golf Course less than a mile away from the Ballroom.  A big thank you to Jerry Leggat and Bill Adams for making this party possible.  Expect to see a few Chaparral VIP guests in attendance.

On Saturday, the swap meet gates open at 8:00.  The Trail Ride with over 800 antiques and vintage sleds on it last year will leave at 11:00 sharp from the lake.  Expect a 12 mile ride with everyone getting back in time for the start of the MVSS Drag Races at noon or lunch with the Lions Club and those famous pork chops.

Look for the CentraSota Vintage Sledheads Club and get a chance to win their beautiful Chaparral survivor sled and be sure to get hooked up with the Snowmobile Hall of Fame to get a chance to win Brian Nelson’s beautifully restored Arctic Cat “Cross Country” racer.  Also, Ski-doo collectors will want to check out the HOF’s incredible offering of some special Ski-doo memorabilia donated to them for a fundraiser.  They have some rare Ski-doo goodies up for sale.  You may even see the winningest drag racer of all time, Craig Marchbank at their booth selling it.  Maybe ask for an autograph.

The very popular Saturday Night Banquet will be by preregistered RSVP only.  Tickets must be bought in advance as this will sell out early.  Doors open to the Ballroom at 6:00 sharp.  Expect a great meal, live auction and some very special Chaparral VIP’s and Legends in attendance and speaking.  Check out the awesome Chaparrals on display and get your checkbook out and handy and get ready to place your bid on the Make-A-Wish 1972 Chaparral Firebird SS 650 to be auctioned off.  A special thanks to all who were part again this year of the charity sled build.  The Firebird SS 650 is considered by many the ultimate Chaparral trail sled to own.  As the evening goes on the big announcement of the Waconia 2013 Ride-In Feature Snowmobile will be made.  This will be one fun evening!!

Sunday brings a new opportunity to anyone wanting to swap that maybe was too busy Saturday.  Swap spaces are free on Sunday.  Sunday is the big show with Chaparral as the Feature Snowmobile and sounds like we have some awesome sleds coming.  11 Chaparral classes.  Don’t forget the autograph session with the Chaparral guests at noon.  Please limit your items to two or pickup a special Chaparral poster at the session to have them sign.  Huge silent auction going on inside the ballroom all day.  Back outside, the Oval Racers Alliance is back with their vintage oval race program and as this is being printed it sounds like a special 3 race circuit of TWIN TRACK racers will be making a stop at Waconia this year.  At 1:00 the popular Loud Snowmobile Contest will occur and new this year will be two classes, one for tuned pipes and one for megaphones/straight pipe with special awards courtesy of the event sponsor Mike Hubinak’s West Coast Vintage Sleds – Thanks Mike!!  It’s free --- just sign up in the ballroom before 11:00.  Tethers and snow flaps required.  Stick around the ballroom till 3:00 for the Big Show Award Ceremony.

